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From the Directoré 
Greetings! I wish for each of you the very best during 

the holiday season and a prosperous new year! There is 

a lot to be thankful for even during the hard times many 

of us have experienced recently. Despite these distress-

ing times I am proud to say that our Head Start children, 

families, and staff remain resilient. It is my hope that you 

spend quality time with your loved ones and celebrate 

the joy that this season brings. Return in January with a 

renewed sense of purpose.   

Happy Holidays! 

 

Dr. Calvin E. Moore, Jr. 

Deputy Director 

It  All Started With the 

CDA... 

is the title of an article 

by Dr. Moore featured 

on the Council for Pro-

fessional Recognition 

website.  In it he de-

scribes how earning the 

CDA credential jump-

started his career in 

early child care.  Dr. 

Moore recently cere-

brated 20 years as a 

Head Start professional.  
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Happy Holidays Parents, 

Thanks to all of you who have participated in 

our Parent Involvement activities so far this 

year!  You continue to show your commitment 

to ensuring your child or grandchildôs aca-

demic, social and emotional success. 

Listed below are some of the events spon-

sored by the Parent Involvement Services thus 

far: 

Healthy Marriage/Healthy Relationship 

Seminar:  òAre All Women That Crazy? And 

Are All Men That Dumb?ò  presented by Im-

pact Family Counseling.  Parents learned 

about the differences in the way men and 

women think.  We had lots of fun laughing at 

ourselves and sharing experiences.  You donôt 

have to be  married or even currently in a rela-

tionship to come.  Itôs for everyone!  We pro-

vide dinner and childcare. 

CHIEF-Male Involvement Kick -Off Break-

fast:   We kicked off our male involvement ini-

tiative over breakfast with Birmingham City 

Councilor Steven Hoyt as the guest speaker.  

His presentation was motivational as well as 

informative.  Thank you dads for coming out 

with your little ones. 

Family Movie Night:  The first family movie 

night was presented by Parent Involvement 

Services as a male involvement initiative.  

Even though it was a rainy, cold night, atten-

dance was great!  Families viewed the new 

Christmas classic, Polar Express in the Head-

quarters auditorium,  with great food and com-

pany.  If you were not there, you really missed 

a treat!  Grown-ups enjoyed the movie as 

much as the children did. 

GEM: Grandparents Support Group meeting is 

the second Thursday of every month.  Grand-

parents came out in November and learned 

how to weatherize their homes from John 

PARENT  I NVOLVEMENT  

BY MICHELLE MCALPINE, M.ED., LPC, PARENT INVOLVEMENT COORDINATOR 

Woods, JCCEO Weatherization Manager.  In 

December, Prevention Officer Charles Huff-

man gave safety 

tips to observe 

during the holi-

days. 

You see, we 

have something 

for everyone.  

We are excited 

about upcoming 

events starting 

with Evening Out 

With Dad on January 

27, 2012.  Donôt miss this opportunity to share 

great fun activities with your children.  In Feb-

ruary, we will have another Healthy Relation-

ship seminar.  Door prizes and other incen-

tives are given away at every event. 

Parent Involvement Services wishes each of 

you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year.  Be safe and remember: 

Christmas is forever, not for just one day; 

For loving, sharing, giving are not to be 

put away 

Like bells, lights and tinsel on a shelf. 

The good you do for others is good you 

do yourself. 

Foster Grandparents and staff 
take a óholiday-cardô photo 
after the December meeting. 

Children and families alike had a good time at 
Family Movie Night. 
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The JCCEO Head Start-Early Head Start Program takes this opportunity to acknowledge and 
thank all of our parents for the volunteer work they do.  They each get a gold star!  Among 
them are Nakilyah Baylor and Leila Favereto at Center Point Center, and Gisela Luna-Palma, 
Shuntirus Jackson, Akira Watkins, and Ernesto Gunn at Festival Center. 

Clothing Assistance   Got a job 
interview and nothing to wear?  My 
Sisterôs Closet, a clothing resale 
shop sponsored by the YWCA of 
Central Alabama and the Junior 
League of Birmingham, has wonder-
ful bargains on a terrific assortment 
of clothing for career-minded 
women.  Call 322-9922, ext 172 for 
more information, or stop by the 
store located at 2324 3rd Avenue 
North, Birmingham. 

 

...Renita Carson  (Fairmont),  

Darrellôs mother who is pursuing a 

degree in Health Care Reim-

bursement at Virginia College. 

...Tiffany Nation (Kingston), 

Kamryn and Osmondôs mom, who 

is pursuing an associates degree 

in Health Records Information at 

Tri-State University. 

...Katrina Robinson (Fairmont), 

Alexisô mother, who is attending 

UAB, majoring in accounting. 

...Jakia Russell (Center Point), 

mother of Brooklyn Wilhite, who is  

pursuing a degree at Jefferson 

State Community College. 

Two of our families at Festi-

val Center recently moved 

into new homes.  Congratula-

tions to Tiffany Garner-Wells, 

Javonôs mother, and LaTasha 

Head, Jeremiahôs mom on 

their accomplishment. 

...LaToya Coleman (Festival), 

mother of Autumn Griggs, who 

was promoted to assistant man-

ager at Easy Money, Co. 

...Crystal Smith (Fairmont), 

mother of Roger Williams, on 

her promotion to assistant man-

ager at McDonaldôs Restaurant. 

...DeôSijonna Wallace 

(Festival), mother of JaNasia 

Bullard, who has a new job at 

CVS Pharmacy. 

 

  
...Jasmine Watson (Center 

Point), mother of Michael Jones, 

who has a new job at Walmart. 

Maximus and dad 

Frederick proudly 

show off the farm 

they created at 

home and brought 

to display during 

Socialization with 

the Kingston Clus-

ter. Here with his 

teachers Ms. Curry 

and Ms Coleman. 

Ms. Luna-

Palma, 

Melanieôs 

mom, makes 

special hats the 

children wear 

when they 

choose the Li-

brary Center in 

Ms. Joyce 

Whiteôs class at 

Festival Center. The hat is an incentive that encour-

ages children to visit the library. 

Socialization 

Former Head Start parent at 

Festival Center Cortez 

Tolbert (2nd from left) par-

ticipated in the 1st Annual 

OHS Leadership Institute in 

Washington DC.  Mr. Tolbert 

was one of six panelists for a 

session on parent involve-

ment entitled ñBuilding the 

Bridge to Parent Leadership.ò  

The session got rave reviews from the audience from Head Start programs 

around the nation.  Thanks Mr. Tolbert for representing JCCEO Head Start so 

well! 


